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  Once again, some good news.  Ruth Bassett 
has agreed take on the role of Publicity 
Secretary.  Katie Gregory has agreed to help 
her with our Facebook Page as required.  We 
regularly get requests from people to join our 
Facebook group and I expect the photos taken 
on walks will continue to mean new walkers 
and Footpath Society members. 
 
  An Honorary Secretary is still required.  I 
hope someone will volunteer for the role. 
Meanwhile Rowan Brockhurst has agreed to 
be Acting Honorary Secretary.  Both Gina 
Logan (Editor) and myself will continue to give 
some assistance. 
 
  I had hoped that we would have been able to 
commence our Evening Meetings this autumn.  
Unfortunately, this is very unlikely.  The 
speakers I had booked are not willing to give 
talks at the moment because of the ongoing 
Covid-19 situation. Understandable, as Covid 
has not gone away, and both speakers and 
most of the audience are in the "at risk" 

category due to age. 
 
  I am hoping we will be able to have a 
Christmas Event at Greyfriars.  If arranged 
details will be given out on walks, will be 
published on our website and sent out to 
members via our Email Alert system.  An 
event in Greyfriars is likely to be 7pm Monday 
6th December.  Numbers may be limited so 
book as soon as you get details of any event. 
 
  I anticipate having a Christmas celebration 
on a December walk.  Nothing is arranged as 
yet.  Wait for the December Waymark. 
 
  The New Forest National Park is running a 
Walking Festival from 16th October until 7th 
November.  The programme will be on the 
National Park website.  Booking will be 
required as with our Walks Programme.  Many 
of the walks are "with added interest".  You 
might be able to learn more about the area. 
 
          Ruth 

The Way Ahead 



Path News 

  The works by HCC around Hightown Lake 
and on the AVP between Gravel Lane and 
Snails Lane are now complete.  Two of our 
members, Bill and Mike, have waymarked the 
AVP from Gravel Lane to the north side of 
Snails Lane.  They have also removed the 
information board from the Castleman Trail 
near the southern end of Hightown Lake.  The 
main support posts and some of the frame will 
need to be replaced, but we are not yet sure if 
the artwork can be salvaged or if it will have to 
be recreated. 
 
  Following complaints about waymarking 
along the AVP from Fordingbridge Church to 
Ibsley Bridge, Peter and Bill have reviewed 
the waymarking and corrected any 
deficiencies. 
 
  Unfortunately we have been unable to start 
work on the AVP opposite Moyles Court 
School.  This path has deteriorated somewhat 
over the summer and has a deep gully down 

the centre.  It is now thought that the path 
needs to be widened and completely 
resurfaced.  The HCC Countryside Access 
Ranger has visited the site and is in 
discussion with the landowner about this.  We 
are still willing to provide volunteers to help 
with the work as soon as it can be started.  
The continuation of this path northwards is 
also poor with deep mud in the depressions at 
times. 
 
  Many of our paths are somewhat overgrown. 
The growth this year seems to be more 
vigorous than ever.  HCC have been cutting the 
AVP and other paths that Parish Councils have 
nominated to be cut and others are being 
cleared by the parish lengthsman and volunteer 
groups.  Please report any serious growth that 
you find and if it is not scheduled to be cut we 
can approach HCC to see if we can supply 
volunteers to do it. 

      Kelvin Winch  

A typical wild flower meadow  

The photo on the right is 

the revetment repair to 

Ringwood path 40. 

Below is the new gate 

repair at the junctions of 

footpaths 40 and 41a at 

Hightown Lake.  

 

Photos supplied by HCC 

Rights of Way.  



Membership 

It's been great to welcome several new members to the Society over the last couple of months. 
 
Sincere thanks to everyone who has now paid their sub to cover the period from the AGM in 
2020 to the AGM in 2022 - yes folks it really is a two for one offer.  Because of the pandemic the 
Committee decided some time ago that a single subscription would cover both years. 
 
If you haven’t paid yet, please do!  The best way is via bank transfer but I’m more than happy to 
receive cheques or even cash, remember cash?  Just pop me an email to :- 
 
membership@rffs.org.uk 
 
If you’d like me to check if you’ve paid then please just get in touch and I’ll consult the 
spreadsheet. 
 
Thank you.           Tim Daykin 

Trig Point Walk 

Our annual walk to our Trig Pillar at Whitefield Plantation took place on 30th June. Covid 
restrictions required us to socially distance on the walk and when we gathered around the Trig 
Pillar, to enjoy the refreshments we had all taken. 
 
When Trig Pillars became redundant for their original navigation use, we were allowed to apply to 
adopt one. This was in 1974.  The terms of adoption required us to inspect the Pillar allocated to 
us annually.  Annual inspection is no longer required, but as we have inspected it regularly on a 
celebration walk each year, we still have our walk and we continue to inspect the Pillar.   
 
Members have painted it as necessary.  The fresh white colour is still used to assist those in the 
area to navigate and locate their position.  A number of people have said to me "it helps me to 
know where I am and its brightness (and of course altitude) enables it to be seen from a 
distance.”   
 
Thanks to all who helped with the arrangements and joined in the celebrations.          Ruth. 

mailto:membership@rffs.org.uk


Members grouped in the sunshine 
outside Edmondsham House.  
 
 
 
Below, a purple spotted orchid seen 
on the Edmondsham walk. 

On 27th May we enjoyed an 
interesting walk within the 
Edmondsham estate.   
To the right is the motte & 
bailey castle at Castle Hill.  
The motte is a medieval 
fortification introduced by 
the Normans, and the bailey 
is the surrounding 
embanked enclosure. 

A selection of photos taken on walks during the summer 

Members at the Lookout at the Moors Valley Country Park. 

A bit of interesting RFFS history:-   

The picture is of Alex Fry & Keith who was our Treasurer for 

many years and an excellent walk leader. 

It was taken when Alex Fry was leading a walk which included a 
ride on the Watercress Line.  We then went back to Alex's nearby 
house for a good tea.  Earlier Alex lived in Ringwood where he 
was known by Rowan and was very involved in making claims for 
paths. 
 
He moved again, this time into the centre of Winchester.  For a 
while he was on Hampshire Access Forum and he then got 
involved in the Discovering Lost Ways project.  Alex is still 
pestering HCC about some routes he believes should be on the 
Definitive Map.  Very recently a Ringwood path got put on the 
map and this was set in motion by Alex. 



AUTUMN 2021 WALKS & EVENTS PROGRAMME 

WALKERS:   During the COVID-19 pandemic programme details may change or walks may be cancelled at short 
notice.  Please check your emails regularly for RFFS alerts.  All walks are 'covid risk assessed' and walk leaders 
will decide how many walkers they can safely manage within any existing government restricted numbers policy 
therefore YOU MUST BOOK  YOUR PLACE WITH THE WALK LEADER BEFORE ATTENDING A 

WALK.  If you have booked and cannot attend please inform the leader.  You walk with us at your own risk 
and are responsible for your own health & safety, including social distancing. 

Please bring hand sanitiser for your own use on footpaths where footpath furniture cannot be avoided. 

If you choose to car share please follow government guidelines regarding COVID and do not leave any visible 
items or anything of value in parked cars.    

Start times vary, please check for each walk. 

 
 

Wed 
1st Sept 
10.00am 

Ox Drove 
Meet at The Hut/Lodge Farm (off the Martin to Broad Chalke 
Road) for a walk of good views, hills and stiles.  Book! 

Peter R 
01425839191 
07985028536 

(Exp130) 
SU039224 

5 miles 

Sun 
5th Sept 
10.30am 

Tyneham 
Meet in Tyneham Village CP at exit towards the beach.   
A scenic walk, Worbarrow, Tyneham Cap and Kimmeridge. 
Some steepish hills. A chance to visit Tyneham which is a  
deserted village in a military training area at the end of the 
walk. Bring lunch.  Book! 

Ruth 
01425656360 
07587143878 

(OL15) 
SY882803 

8 miles 

Thurs 
16th Sept 
10.00am 

Lyndhurst 
Meet at Bolton's Bench CP, before the cemetery.  Circular 
walk across Longwater Lawn and Mately Ridge.  Mainly open 
heathland, could be wet in parts.  Book! 

Bill 
01425 480245 
07709180329 

(OL22) 
SU305082 
4.5 miles 

Sun 
19th Sept 
10.00am 

Lower Woodford Valley 
Park in Middle Woodford CP.(Beside school playing field.) 
Walk along River Avon.  Good views.  Some roads, stiles, 
hills. Dogs on leads because of grazing stock. Bring lunch. 
Book! 

Peter R 
01425839191 
07985028536 

(Exp130/ 
OL184) 

SU121363 
8 miles 

Thurs 
23rd Sept 
10.00am 

Burley Yard and Anderwood 
Meet at Oakley CP for a gentle mixed woodland walk mainly 
on gravel tracks with no stiles.  Book! 

Liz and Andy 
01425472422 

(OL22) 
SU225046 
5-6 miles 

Wed 
29th Sept 
9.30am 

Martin Down Nature Reserve 
Meet at large free CP on A354 1 km north of Woodyates. 
Route via Martin Down, Garston Wood and West Woodyates 
on field paths.  Bring a snack.  Note 9.30 start.  Book! 

Peter and Jill 
01425470792 

(Exp 118) 
SU037201

7 miles 

Sun 
3rd Oct 
10.00am 

Hyde 
Meet at Abbotswell CP.  Circular walk across open heathland 
and enclosures, around Latchmore, Alderhill and Amberwood. 
Some hills and could be wet in parts.  Bring lunch.  Book! 

Bill 
01425 480245 
07709180329 

(OL22) 
SU178128 

8 miles 

Wed 
6th Oct 
10.00am 

Whitsbury 
Meet at Whitsbury Village Hall CP (optional donation £1 per 
car to VH funds) for a track and field walk through Whitsbury, 
Rockbourne and West Park (private estate). 3 hills, 2 stiles. 
Local pub for refreshments after walk if required.  Book after 
24/09 

George 
01425653299 
07811174681 

more important 
info on booking 

(OL22) 
SU128188 
5.5-6 miles 

Thurs 
14th Oct 
9.45am 

Crow and South Of Ringwood 
Park at Liberty's Centre, BH24 3EA(donation £1 per person 
please) for a lovely rural parish walk.  Some roads and stiles. 
Probably some mud.  Bring a snack, refreshments available at 
Centre after walk if required.  Book! 

Denise and Jo 
01425479339 
07816962999 

(OL22) 
SU162041 
6.5 miles 

Sun 
17th Oct 
1.00pm 

National Park Walks Festival 
Meet at Breamore Tearoom's CP for a walk mainly on down-
land. Chance to visit ancient Miz Maze if interested.  Please 
purchase tea or other refreshment after walk.  Book! 

Ruth 
01425656360 
07587143878 

(OL22) 
SU 152187 
Approx 6 

miles 

Thurs 
21st Oct 
10.00am 

Gorley 
Meet at CP at Gorley Common off Gorley Lynch.  A field and 
heath -land walk across to Ibsley Common and Ogden's Purlieu 
mainly on forest tracks.  Could be muddy, some gradients and 
stiles.  Book! 

Liz and Andy 
01425472422 

(OL22) 
SU169119 
5-6 miles 



 

 
Over the past couple of years for various reasons we have lost some of o 

 
TIME 

TO SUBMIT WALKS FOR THE NEXT PROGRAMME 
 
We are desperate for  more volunteer walk leaders.  You will 
receive all the support you need.  See right for contact details. 
 

 
Denise 

01425479339/ 
07816962999 

 
denise@ 
chester-

man.co.uk 

Thurs 
28th Oct 
10.00am 

Hale Purlieu 
Meet at Godshill CP for a circular walk over to Millerford 
Bottom, on through the Plantation and around Hale Purlieu. 
Will be muddy in places.  Book! 

  Di and Phil 
01725510842 
07749912816 

(OL22) 
SU176160 

6 miles 

Sun 
31st Oct 
10.30am 

Godshill 
Meet at Godshill Cricket Club CP for a circular walk. Heath-
land, forest and hamlets.  Bring lunch.  Book! 

Ruth 
01425656360 
07587143878 

(OL22) 
SU181150 

approx 8 miles  

Wed 
3rd Nov 
10.00am 

Win Green 
Meet at Win Green CP.  Wonderful views.   
Walk on footpaths and tracks (may be muddy) along Ash-
combe Valley to Tollard Royal and Rotherley Down.  Steep 
descents, 2 stiles and more gentle ascents back up to car park.  
Bring picnic lunch to eat at end if you wish.  Book! 

Jo and Denise 
07816962999 
01425479339 

(Exp 118) 
ST923204 

6 miles 
  

Thurs 
11th Nov 
10.00am 

Fritham 
Meet at Eyeworth Pond CP for a woodland and heath walk 
through the enclosures and across the plains around Fritham. 
Hopefully some good Autumn colours.  Could be muddy in 
places.  Book! 

Liz and Andy 
01425472422 

(OL22) 
SU229146 
5-6 miles 

Sun 
14th Nov 
10.00am 

Martin Down Nature Reserve 
Meet at large free CP on A354 1 km north of Woodyates. 
Route via Marleycombe Hill, Broad Chalke and Middleton 
Down.  Some hills.  Bring lunch.  Book! 

Peter and Jill 
01425470792 

(Exp 118) 
SU037201 

9 miles 

Wed 
17th Nov 
10.00am 

Cloven Hill Plantation 
Meet at Turf Hill CP.  Woodland walk through RSPB  
Reserve.   
Book! 

Peter R 
01425839191 
07985028536 

(OL22) 
SU 212176 

6 miles 

Tues 
23rd Nov 
10.00am 

Castleman Trailway 
Meet at Pottern Park CP (BH21 6RS) for a walk through 
Ringwood Forest joining the trailway and coming back 
through part of Moors Valley.  A few undulations, no stiles. 
Book! 

Marion 
01425 477153 
07786825778 

(OL22) 
SU095075 

approx 4.5 miles 

Sun 
28th Nov 
10.00am 

Stockbridge 
Park in Stockbridge and meet outside The Grosvenor Hotel 
(SO20 6EU).  Mainly country tracks and disused railway line 
with a short section of road work.  Could be wet in parts. 
Bring lunch.  Book! 

Bill 
01425 480245 
07709180329 

(OL22) 
SU355351 
10 miles 

Tues 
30th Nov 
10.00am 

Damerham 
Meet in lay-by on Sandleheath to Damerham road for a walk 
on paths to the west of Damerham.  Exact route will be 
weather and condition dependent.  Book! 

Tim 
01425654977 

(OL22) 
SU118154 

5 miles 

Mon 
6th Dec 

Christmas Social at Greyfriars 
This is only a provisional date and is COVID permitting. 
More details will follow on the next programme, in Waymark 
and on our website. 
  

    

Over the past couple of years for various reasons we have lost some of our most 
dependable walk leaders. On this programme there is a week without a walk because we 
desperately need other members to come forward to spread the load.  Please think about 

sharing a walk with us.   

Although leading a walk for the first time may feel daunting it really is not difficult and 

you will be given all the support you need.  Please talk to Denise or any of the walk 
leaders on this programme if you feel that you might be able to help. 


