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  I am very pleased to report that volunteers 
have come forward for 2 of the vacant 
Footpath Society Officer roles.  Bill Morley as 
Vice Chairman and Brian Allen as Treasurer.   
 
  I am delighted they will be taking on these 
roles initially in an acting capacity.  I anticipate 
that members will confirm them in their roles 
at our next AGM.  This is likely to be in March 
2022. 
 
  We still need to recruit an Honorary 
Secretary.  Is anyone willing to volunteer?  At 
the moment 3 of us are undertaking the work 
of the Secretary as necessary.  Not an ideal 
situation.  Do I have a volunteer? 
 
  Julie Whiteing has given up her role as 
Publicity Secretary.  Two members, Katie 
Gregory and Ruth Bassett set up our 

Facebook page which has provided us with  
publicity.  Other members have added photos 
 
  These posts on Facebook give users 
information about our activities and have led 
to the recruitment of some younger members.  
I am hoping one of them may be willing to take 
on the full role. 
 
  Our Walks Programme is running well.  The 
Booking System works and is popular with 
leaders.  If numbers are restricted from now 
on it is likely to be because of limited parking. 
 
  I hope that our Evening Meetings will resume 
in October, there will be information in the 
September Waymark. 
 
          Ruth 

The Way Ahead 



Path News 

  In the last Waymark I reported on the works 
being carried out by HCC around Hightown 
Lake and on the AVP between /Gravel Lane 
and Ivy Lane.  These works are almost 
complete and by the time you receive this 
Waymark the paths should be fully open.  The 
work is being carried out under the NFDC 
Mitigation Strategy, where a levy is made on 
developers in order to mitigate the impact of 
new residents on the conservation areas of the 
New Forest.  Part of this is spent on the 
improvement of walking routes and the 
connectivity between local green spaces to be 
more attractive to new residents and visitors 
who might otherwise visit the conservation 
sites. 
 
  Ringwood 41a alongside Hightown Lake was 
almost dry this week despite several days of 
heavy rain and the entrance to Ringwood 42, 
which leads from the lake to the bottom of Crow 
Hill, is now firm and dry having been deep mud 
for several years.  The work on the AVP north 
of Gravel Lane which is being done to improve 
the  access from Ringwood to Blashford Lakes 
was almost complete at the time of writing this 
article except for a very short section near 
Headlands Business Park where the river bank 
has been repaired and the surface is being 
levelled. 
 
  A few photos showing the improvement to a 
short section of Footpath 42 and the work in 

progress on the AVP are below and opposite 
this article.  You can find more photos of the 
works on the RFFS website www.rffs.org.uk 
under “The Paths” page. 
 
  During the pandemic all our paths have seen 
a greatly increased use and this, combined with 
the very wet spring, has seriously affected the 
surface of many of them. Monies have been 
allocated to help with the repair near to 
populated areas and promoted routes, but will 
not go far with the large number of Rights of 
Way in Hampshire. 
 
  Our volunteers who were working to improve 
the AVP opposite Moyles Court School had to 
abandon the work due to lockdown and we do 
not yet have a date for the work to resume. 
 
  We are beginning our survey work for this year 
and have agreed to carry out Rights of Way 
surveys in Hyde and part of Fordingbridge.  
This involves reporting on the state of all 
furniture i.e. gates, stiles, signs, bridges etc. as 
well as an ease of use measure for each Right 
of Way. 
 
  Please continue to enjoy the Rights of Way in 
our thirteen parishes and beyond and do try to 
report any problems you encounter. 
 
      Kelvin Winch  

Ringwood Footpath 42 from the junction with 
41a alongside Hightown Lake before and after 
the repair. 

http://www.rffs.org.uk/


David Alan Rawden  29.08.1936  -  13.04.2021 
 

David was a Committee member for a number of years and before and after this participated in 
most of our activities.   
 

David may be best remembered as being the very successful captain of our Quiz team.  For 
many years he also provided the quizzes and acted as quiz master at our Christmas parties.  
Although unable to attend this year he provided the Christmas Quiz published in Waymark. 
 

David was also very involved in the production of our Walk Leaflets.  He researched the walks, 
wrote the text and drew the maps.  He then walked them many times and revised them as 
necessary.  A massive task.  Together with his wife Pat he led some interesting walks in the 
Basingstoke area. 
 

Thank you, David, for all that you did in support of our Society. 

Ruth Croker 

Membership 

It's been great to welcome a small number of new members over the last couple of months.  They 
can now join our walks and in time our other activities. 
 

As you will know last year the Committee decided that the subscriptions for the year from the 
AGM in 2020 would cover a two-year period to the AGM in 2022.  So, thank you to those who 
have paid either by Standing Order, Bank transfer or by cheque.  Some folk have paid for both 
years.  If you would like this carried forward please let me know otherwise we will regard 
additional payment as a donation. 
 

It will be a real help to keep our records up to date if you could please pay your subscription if 
you have not already done so for 2020.  There are two ways to do this, send a cheque payable to 
the Ringwood and Fordingbridge Footpath Society or make a bank transfer giving your name as 
a reference.  The subscription is £4 for an individual member and £6 for a couple. 
 

Bank Account: Ringwood and Fordingbridge Footpath Society, Lloyds (Ringwood)  
Sort code 30-97-08  Account Number  01734444 
 

Any questions do please make contact by email membership@rffs.org.uk or call me – my number 
is in the committee list. 
              Tim Daykin 

Work in progress on the AVP near Headlands Business Park.  Caged stones are being dropped 

behind a retaining barrier and the path is being raised and levelled so that you do not have to  

negotiate the slippery and uneven surface. 

mailto:membership@rffs.org.uk


Members enjoying a break during a 
New Forest walk encompassing 
Milkham Inclosure & Bartley Plain. 
 
 
Below, our first May walk at 
Braemore where the Cowslips and 
Bluebells put on a fantastic display 
of colour. 

We enjoyed the sunshine in April 
whilst walking the Avon Valley 
Path – the wooden footbridge in 
Harbridge parish, is called Jim’s 
Bridge and was apparently 
named after an HCC staff 
member who installed the 
original bridge.   

Our first walk on 1
st
 April 

following the lifting of 
lockdown measures 
allowed a number of 
members to explore the 
New Forest – taking in 
the Ashley Walk 
Bombing Range, and 
Eye Worth pond, 
including a couple of 
donkeys.  

After the lifting of Covid-19 restrictions a selection of photos taken on walks in April & May  



 
SUMMER  2021  WALKS  &  EVENTS  PROGRAMME 

WALKERS:   During the COVID-19 pandemic programme details may change or walks may be cancelled at short 
notice.  Please check your emails regularly for RFFS alerts.  All walks are 'covid risk assessed' and walk leaders 
will decide how many walkers they can safely manage within any existing government restricted numbers policy 
therefore  YOU MUST BOOK AND CONFIRM YOUR PLACE WITH THE WALK LEADER BEFORE 

ATTENDING A WALK OR YOU WILL BE TURNED AWAY.  If you have booked and cannot attend 
please inform the leader. 

You walk with us at your own risk and you are responsible for your own health & safety, including social 
distancing. 

Please bring hand sanitiser for your own use on footpaths where footpath furniture cannot be avoided. 

Car sharing is currently permissible, follow Govt. guidelines please.  Do not leave any visible items or anything of 
value in parked cars. 

 
 

Wed 
2nd June 
10.00am 

Melbury Hill 
Meet at Compton Abbas Airfield CP. Walk to Melbury Hill/
Fontmell Down.  Hills, good views, wild flowers a few stiles. 
Airfield cafe is licensed and serves snacks and lunches.  Book! 

Peter R 
01425839191 
07985028536 

(Exp 118) 
ST892185 

5 miles 

Sun 
6th June 
10.00am 

Horton 
Meet at Horton and Chalbury Village Hall CP (BH21 7JA), £1 
donation per car please.  Circular walk through open countryside 
and woodland, some hills and many stiles but interesting.  Bring 
lunch. Book! 

 
Bill 

01425 480245 
07709 180329 

 
(Exp 118) 
SU032075 
7.5 miles 

Tues 
8th June 
10.00am 

Potterne  Park 
Meet in the car park BH21 6RS for a level walk with no stiles. 
Book! 

Marion 
01425 477153 
07786 825778 

(OL22) 
SU095075 
4.5 miles 

Thurs 
17th June 
6.30pm 

Stephens Castle 
 Meet at Potters Wheel CP, Verwood, opposite Recreation 
Ground and first turning left after Tesco Express if travelling 
from Ringwood.  An evening walk along paths and tracks to Ste-
phens Castle, Mount Ararat, Pistle Down and Wild Church Bot-
tom.  No stiles, mud possible. Book! 

  
Denise and Jo 
01425479339 
07816962999 

  

  
(0L22) 

SU087091 
3.5 miles 

  

Sun 
20th June 
10.00am 

Linford to Broomy Lodge 
Meet at Linford Bottom CP for a circular walk through enclo-
sures and heathland.  Mainly on gravel tracks. A couple of short 
road sections, no stiles, some gentle hills. Bring lunch.  Book! 

  
Denise and Jo 
01425479339 
07816962999 

 
(OL22) 

SU181071 
11 miles 

Tues 
22nd June 
10 00am 

Portuguese Fire Place 
Meet at Millyford Bridge CP for a New Forest walk that encom-
passes the Portuguese Fire Place, Holiday's Hill, The 
Knightwood Oak and a short part of the Ornamental Drive. 1 
stile. Book! 

  
Alison and 

Mike 
01725511000 
07786870442 

 
(OL22) 

SU268078 
5 miles 

Wed 
30 June 
6.30pm 

Trig Point Walk 
Meet at Moyles Court Sand Pit CP for a walk to our adopted 
Trig Point where we will have a glass of wine (provided). If you 
could bring some light refreshments these would be welcome.  
Book! 

  
Pat and Julie 
01425475973 
07587058702 

 
(OL22) 

SU 164083 
3.5 miles 

Sun 
4th July 
10.00am 

Stubby Copse 
Meet at Rans Wood CP.  Gentle walk through mixed wood en-
closures, mainly on gravel tracks.  No stiles or severe hills but 
possibly a couple of wet sections.  Bring lunch. Book! 

Bill 
01425 480245 
07709 180329 

(OL22) 
SU367025 

9 miles 

Thurs 
8th July 
6.30pm 

Vereley 
Meet at Verely CP for a gentle woodland and heath walk 
through RidleyWood and across Harvest Slade Bottom.  No 
stiles.  Could be muddy in places.  Book! 

  
Liz and Andy 
01425472422 

(OL22) 
SU196051 
3.75 miles 

Wed 
14th July 
6.30pm 

Hyde 
Park in CP opposite Hyde School SP6 2QL for an evening walk 
on Hyde and Gorley Commons.  No hills or stiles.  Book! 

George 
01425653299 
07811174681 

(OL22) 
SU169125 
3-3.5 miles 

  

Sun 18th 
July 

Fordingbridge Recreation Ground 
Short walk followed by Summer Picnic.  Weather dependent. 
Further details nearer the time via RFFS Email Alert. 

Ruth 
01425656360 
07587143878  

  



 

 
 
 

We need more volunteer walk leaders, please talk to Denise if you think you could help.  You 
will receive all the support you need. 

 

 

 

TIME TO SUBMIT WALKS FOR THE NEXT PROGRAMME 
We need more volunteer walk leaders.  You will receive all 
the support you need.  See right for contact details. 

Denise 
01425479339/ 
07816962999 

denise@ 
chesterman.co.uk 

Thurs 22nd 
July 
10.00am 
  

Wilverley Plain 
Meet at Wilverley CP for a walk to Rhinefield across the 
heathland and wetland areas on forest tracks and paths. A 
few short inclines with no stiles. Book! 

  
Liz and Andy 
01425472422 

  
(OL22) 

SU253010 
5-6 miles 

Wed 
28th July 
9.30am 

Verwood 
Meet at Potters Wheel CP (free) opposite Recreation Ground 
and first turning left after Tesco Express if travelling NW 
from Ringwood. Route is on mainly level field and forest 
paths via Cranborne Common and Daggons.  Bring snack.  
Home for lunch.  Book! 

  
Peter and Jill 
01425470792 

  
(OL22) 

SU087091 
7 miles 

Sun 
1st Aug 
10.00am 
  

Rockbourne 
Meet at Rockboune Village Hall SP6 3NR.  Route on field 
paths via Whitsbury, Gallows Hill, Toyd Corner and  
Damerham Knoll.  Some hills.  Bring lunch.  Book! 

  
Peter and Jill 
01425470792 

(OL22) 
SU113183 
10+ miles 

Thurs 
5th Aug 
10.00am 

Rockford Common 
Meet at Moyles Court CP (BH24 3NF) for a circular walk to 
Red Shoot, Linwood Bog, Whitefield Plantation and back 
along AVP to Moyles Court School.  1 stile, muddy at the 
bog, 1 steep descent.  Book! 

 
Di and Phil 
01725510842 
07749912816 

  
(OL22) 

SU 164083 
4.5 miles 

Tues 
10h Aug 
6.00pm 

Hyde 
Meet CP opposite Hyde School for a leisurely walk around 
Gorley and Hyde Commons and along quiet roads and  
footpaths.  Some hills and stiles, possible muddy patches. 
Book! 

 
Denise and Jo 

(Jo mobile 
07969633830) 

 
(OL22) 

SU169125 
5.5 miles 

  

Sun 
15th Aug 
10.00am 

Broomy Walk 
Meet at Broomy Walk CP for a heath and forest walk to 
Fritham and Cadman's Pool, generally avoiding the main 
tracks.  No stiles, some hills and could be muddy on places.  
Bring lunch.  Book! 

  
Liz and Andy 
01425472422 

  
(OL22) 

SU196099 
9-10 miles 

Wed 
18th Aug 
6.00pm 

Burley 
Meet in CP opposite the cricket pitch.  Circular walk, gentle 
hills, no stiles and should be dry.  Possibly a drink after-
wards. Book! 

Bill 
01425 480245 
07709 180329 

(OL22) 
SU214028 
3-3.5 miles 

Thurs 
26th Aug 
6.00pm 
 

Downton Circular Walk 
Meet at Downton Co-op (SP5 3LY) for a walk across the  
River Avon valley through the water meadows to Charlton 
All Saints over the weirs and back taking in Trafalgar 
House.  Book! 

 
Di and Phil 
01725510842 
07749912816 

 
(Exp130) 

SU177215 
3.5 miles 

Wed 
1st Sept 
10.00am 

Ox Drove 
Meet at The Hut/Lodge Farm (off the Martin to Broad 
Chalke Road) for a walk of good views, hills and stiles.  
Book! 

Peter R 
01425839191 
07985028536 

(Exp130) 
SU039224 

5 miles 

Sun 
5th Sept 
10.30am 

Tyneham 
Meet in Tyneham Village CP at exit towards the beach.   
A scenic walk, Worbarrow, Tyneham Cap and Kimmeridge.  
Some steepish hills.  A chance to visit Tyneham which is a 
deserted village in a military training area at the end of the 
walk.  Bring lunch. Book! 

  
Ruth 

01425656360 
07587143878 

  
(OL15) 

SY882803 
8 miles 


